
 

Course Code: FAO15 

Course Title: The Passionate Painter   

Instructor: Scott Cooper 

Reference: 

It is important that you provide your own reference. The aim of this course is to develop your 

own vision and voice for your painting. Bringing your own reference material will help ensure 

that you are working on something you care about. 

Paints: 

Your choice of acrylic or oil. You are not limited to one or the other; feel free to switch back and 

forth between projects if you choose. My choice is a fairly limited palette: Titanium White, 

Cadmium Yellow Light, Yellow Ochre, Cadmium Red Light, Quinacridone Magenta, Ultramarine 

Blue, Phthalo Blue (Green Shade.) Feel free to add earth colours you are comfortable with, if 

you choose. As an Intermediate/Advanced student you likely have a good idea of the pigments 

that you are comfortable with. Remember, this is about developing your vision. 

Brushes: 

A good selection of a variety of brushes, some stiffer, some softer. A range of at least one each 

large, medium and fine of round, flat ad filbert is recommended. A liner can also be very useful. 

At this stage of your development, you likely know what brushes work for you. 

Surfaces: 

Your choice of stretched canvas, canvas panels, wooden panels, paper or Masonite. Size is at 

your own discretion. (Although a stretched canvas of four by six feet might be a bit unwieldy…) 

Primed or gessoed before class is preferable; it saves a lot of time. 

Mediums: 

Whatever you like to add to your paint. There is a wide variety of acrylic mediums, and oil 

mediums as well. Please remember that VAM is a scent-free building – no turpentine! A small 

amount of odourless mineral spirits is acceptable for oils. 

Miscellany: 

Palette and painting knives, at least for mixing. Palette of your choice – paper, wood, plastic etc. 

Sketchbook, pencil(s), eraser(s), rags or paper towels, charcoal or chalk for marking up your 

canvas, ruler, pliers (for those painted shut tubes,) brush soap if you use it. 

 


