
 
 
 
  VAM 2016 Year in Review 

Visual Arts Mississauga (VAM) at 
Riverwood is a leading provider of 
visual arts programming for adults, 
teens and children with a vision for an 
inspired and enriched community, 
engaged in a full spectrum of visual 
arts activities. Our mandate to enrich 
our community by fostering an 
appreciation of the visual arts through 
education, exhibition and 
engagement; and by enhancing the 
vitality of the artistic community. 
VAM at Riverwood is a not-for-profit 
charity that offers year-round 
instruction of up to 200 courses, 
workshops, camp, exhibits and events 
for children, teens and adults.   

VAM at Riverwood is located at 4170 
Riverwood Park Lane. The facility, owned 
by the City of Mississauga and built 
exclusively for VAM, is surrounded by 150 
acres of urban wilderness located off 
Burnhamthorpe Road West at the Credit 
River. Opened in 2005, the one-story Art 
Centre features Frank Lloyd Wright 
inspired architecture utilizing slate and 
cedar on the exterior and floor to ceiling 
windows in its studio classrooms. The 
Centre houses VAM’s administrative 
offices, five large classroom studios, 
members’ exhibition space and additional 
studio, print-making facilities and the VAM 
gallery in the neighbouring MacEwan 
House. 

 

Our Team 
10 - Volunteer Board of Directors 
30 – Professional Artist Instructors 
  6 - Full-time Administrative Staff 
  1 – Part-time staff 
72 - Active Volunteers  
        (4,000 hrs. in 2016)    

Our Members 
500 – Adult Members 
Member Groups (130 members) 

 Clarkson Society of Artists 

 Figurative Expression 

 Image Matrix Printmakers 

 Mississauga Art Society 

 Mississauga Watercolour 
Society 

 Peel Watercolour Artists 

 Purple Studio Painters 

 Springbank Studio Artists 

 Watercolourists’ Social Club 
 

 

ArtReach - ArtReach is an Ontario Ministry of 
Education curriculum-based program of 
customized 2 hour workshops offered in a 
variety of mediums at the VAM studios or in 
the school classroom. This program for youth 
ages 6 – 13 years old and special needs 
groups. ArtReach Schools is generously 
sponsored by Curry’s Artists’ Materials.  
 
2016 Stats 
81 Schools – 410 Workshops - 7285 - Students 
 
“Fantastic as always! I love booking trips to 

VAM. Instructors are so patient, positive  

and flexible.” 

 
 

Exhibits: VAM members and member groups can rent 
The VAM Gallery and Studios to exhibit and sell their own 
work from September - June. In 2016 there were 13 
exhibits by member groups and individual artists and 4 
group theme shows. VAM hosts instructors’ exhibitions in 
The VAM Gallery and community exhibits at the 
Mississauga Central Library.  
 

THANK YOU to our 2016 Funders and Sponsors 

      

                     
 

Revenue 2016 2015 

Fees, grants, 
membership, 
donations 

708,227 674,967 

City of Mississauga 
Operating Grant  

120,000 120,000 

   

Total Revenue 828,227 794,967 

Expenditures   

Program expenses 304,999 284,353 

Administrative & 
Staffing costs 

517,841 502,224 

   

Total Expenditures 822,840 786,577 

Net Surplus     5,387     8,390 

 
 

Financial Position – December 31 fiscal year end 
BN# 11904 3701 RR0001 

 

 



 

2016 Project Grants 
 

Ontario Arts Council Compass 
Grant for IT Audit/Strategy 

$4000 
 

Hazel McCallion Arts & 
Culture Fund – Community 

Foundation of Mississauga for  
VAM39 Annual Juried Show 

$10,000 
 

Canada Summer Jobs 
Summer Kids’ Art Camp Staff 

$10,413 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 30 paid Professional Artist Instructors 
 

Watercolour, acrylic, oil, drawing, life 
drawing, mixed media, clay building, 
abstract, landscape, realism & more. 

Art in the Park   A one-day fall fair 
of vibrant art, nature, creativity 
and music by 42 accomplished 
local artists and musicians. The 
2016 event welcomed 1300 visitors 
to a gloriously sunny Riverwood.  
 
“I have just come from Art in the Park 

- my first visit in the Riverwood 
location. I thought it was a great event 
and I was impressed by the variety and 

quality of the art/craft that was 
displayed.” 

Celebrate your child or an 
adult at VAM Artsy Birthday 
Parties includes an art-
making activity, loot bags, 
and a free pizza from sponsor  
Three Brothers Pizza.  
2016 stats 
13 parties + 171 guests 
 

2016 Adult Program Stats 
 
100 Offerings  
1003 Students 
 
2016 Children’s/Teens Program Stats  
 
84 – Offerings 
940 - Students 
 
  
 

Secondary School Student 
Volunteers, Co-op & Exchanges   
50+ camp/event volunteers =  
3267 hrs. 

VAM38 - Annual Juried Show of Fine 
Arts: VAM invites emerging and 
established Ontario artists to submit 
work for selection to be exhibited at the 
Art Gallery of Mississauga for a month in 
January. Three prominent arts 
professionals are invited to select works 
for the show, to award prizes. 2016 saw 
173 entries and 31 works being chosen. 
Over 1800 visitors attended the exhibit. 
Awards sponsored by Curry’s Artists’ 
Materials.  
 

Kids’ Art Camps Stats 
Summer & March Break 
10 weeks 
827 - Campers 
Summer Camp was SOLD OUT 
 

“My daughter has learned so 
much and is begging to come 

back again.” 

Annual Members' Show & Sale 
This annual juried show gives VAM 
member artists, the opportunity to 
exhibit their work in the VAM Gallery 
and Studios for a week-long exhibit. 
The 2016 event was held in March and 
101 members entered their work. 
Awards were generously sponsored by 
Curry’s Artists’ Materials.  
                                                                

“Applause and two thumbs up to the staff 
at VAM who are moving forward by taking 

their artists out of the regular walls at 
their studios out to the public where the 

artists can finally get the notice and 
recognition they deserve! VAM is no 

longer an art school but an art 
movement!” 

VAM FALL OPEN HOUSE 
In September 2016 we invited 
community members and 
friends in for a day filled with 
artist demos, free art activities 
and course discounts! 
 

Holiday Artisan Marketplace 
This event returned to VAM in 
2015 and met with great 
acclaim. In 2016, 23 vendors 
displayed and sold their work. 
 

Magic Mondays presented by 
DeSerres, a weekly social art 
sampler was launched in 
September 2015 to attract a new 
adult audience to VAM. The series 
was continued in 2016 with 
participants starting each day with 
a complimentary coffee and baked 
treat followed by a creative 
activity with a professional artist 
instructor. Magic Mondays is 
generously sponsored by DeSerres 
and Real Canadian Superstores.  
 
“I took the Magic Monday course 
today at which Gillian Sych taught 

us how to make the loveliest 
birdhouses out of clay.  What a 

delightful morning! I can’t 
remember when I’ve had so much 

fun creating something new.” 

My Quirky Closet – New Found 
Treasure Sale raised $1450 to 
benefit the VAM Children’s 
Creative Fund which gives 10 
deserving children a week-long 
summer camp experience.  

“We had a ramble around your 
property, what a most special 

place to work.” 


